Illuminating the Consequences of Policy Change.
The ripple effects of major policy changes are difficult to predict in advance. That is why the ability to track consequences of decisions - intended and unintended - is an important role of health services and policy research. In this issue of the journal, Janine Brown, Lilian Thorpe and Donna Goodridge discuss our ability to track medically assisted death (MAiD), one of the most significant health policy changes in Canada in recent history. Whatever one's views on MAiD, there is consensus on the need to understand how often, and in what circumstances, such deaths take place. Being able to track deaths in a consistent way also matters. Comparisons between different population groups, across regions of the country, and with other nations can be helpful in illuminating the effects of this policy and its application.